Pastoral Message of the Parish Priest on the occasion of 100-year Anniversary of St. Sava Church and parish
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we prepare to celebrate our 100-year Anniversary of St. Sava church and parish, among other things, we are also busy preparing to publish a book commemorating this event. The book contains information on the history of the St. Sava church in Los Angeles, when and how it was founded, and how the new church in San Gabriel was later built. It also talks about the names of the first founders and builders, and the achievements during its 100 years of existence. 


Measured through the eyes of spiritual reality, the true meaning and the very essence of the Jubilee is discovered in the everlasting eternity of the God’s Holy Church. The Holy Scripture reminds us that “one day before the Lord is like one thousand years, and one thousand years is like one day” (2 Petr. 3,8). While every human life has the beginning and the end, for the Lord the time is eternal, because He Himself is eternal. This metaphysical reality in the Lord, to which human beings belong, is called the Kingdom of Heaven which has its beginning in our earthly lives. For the faithful, the Church as a human organization and community is at the same time metaphysical reality, as she is the mystical body of Christ and his organism. 

The Kingdom of God begins at the Divine Liturgy where the past, the present and the future become one and where the time seizes to exist. All the people that actively participate in the Divine Liturgy, by taking the Holy Eucharist, become one in the Lord. We all have this experience when we gather in our churches to pray and worship God. How beautiful and meaningful is the beginning of the Divine Liturgy, as the priest begins with the words “Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to ages of ages.” The Liturgical experience and the spiritual wealth of the Orthodox faith is open for everyone who wishes to become a part of our Orthodox community. 


The Orthodox faith is experienced as a unique cultural heritage of one people. In its long history, the Serbian Orthodox Church created an immense spiritual wealth on the principles of the Christian faith. St. Sava is undoubtedly the greatest value of that wealth which is also known as Svetosavlje - a treasury from which the people obtain its identity. That treasury holds beautiful religious customs, patron Saint observations, history, folk songs, folklore, in one word – everything that creates culture of a people. 


Today when our parish celebrates the Centennial, our two beautiful churches testify about the roots of one people with great faith and culture. As we settle our lives around our churches, we contribute with this treasure to the rich mosaic of different peoples and cultures on the American continent.            

       May the Lord bless this great Jubilee of our church.

Yours in Christ,

Very Reverend Stavrofor Father Petar Jovanovic 
